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SFDA Announcement® Date: 18/04/2011
Rejected Claims on Labeling of Foodstuff

Within the framework of following up on foods imported into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, it has been
noticed that some labels of prepackaged foods contain statements regarded as rejected claims. For example,
some nutritional and health claims lack substantiated scientific grounds or they may create false deceptive
or manipulative impressions; or may not be valuable by any means; may make a reference closely
connected with health practices, or may use superlative descriptions.

In light of the above, the Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) is currently involved in developing a
comprehensive approach for claim assessment, drawing on the relevant research and studies and
maintaining the approved requirements and guidelines of international organizations such as the Codex
Alimentarius, EFSA, NZFSA, FDA, CFIA, as well as the recommendations of the TPT agreement of the
WTO. This new approach is adopted in order to ensure protection of public interest, avoid rejection of the
entry of food products intended to be imported into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to ensure the
delivery of correct and non-misleading information on prepackaged food labels which allow consumers to
take their own impervious dietary decisions.

Therefore, the SFDA, after reviewing submissions from importers asking the Authority to allow for time to
customize their current status, would like to announce the following:

First: as of the date of this announcement, the importers shall be given a six month deadline to terminate
any previous agreements with their respective exporters which may involve food labels incorporating
rejected claims, excluding the following:

1. Foods intended for a one-year old child or younger.
2. Herbal formulas, herbs and tea extracts .

3. Food products with labels containing claims subject to GSO 9:2007 on labeling of prepackaged
foods as shown below:

a. Article 7/1/5 states that " legally or forbidden names, symbols, marks or photos shall not
be used".

b. Article 8/1 states that the information written on the label shall not contain any statements
having drug or treatment characteristics.

c. Article 4/2 states the following: any foodstuff shall not be described or offered for sale
with any label which may be deceptive, misleading or false or is likely to create an
erroneous impression regarding its nature or characteristics in any aspect".

Second: the SFDA has prepared a list of guideline examples for claims which will be updated periodically
on the SFDA website. These examples are not exclusive. Therefore, any claims with similar meanings shall
be rejected and any unlisted claims shall undergo scientific review by an SFDA expert panel.

Third: the SFDA suggests taking the necessary steps to have the above information published in the
bulletins and magazines of all the commercial and industrial chambers as soon as possible.

* This document is available in English. SFDA offers this translation as a service to a broad international audience. We, however, recognize that the
translated version may not be as precise, clear, or complete as the Arabic version. Therefore, the official version of this document is the Arabic version.
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